THE DEFENCE OF THE EMPIRE
at Tientsin entitled The Basic Conception of China, in
which he wrote as follows:
'The international situation - may be regarded as
the beginning of a racial war for the emancipation of
the coloured people who form the greater part of the
human inhabitants of the world from the enslaving
oppression by the whites. It is also the beginning of a
spiritual war for rectifying the material civilisation of
the West by the moral civilisation of the East. Those
two great missions from heaven are the natural obliga-
tions which our Japanese Empire must bear/
When Matsudaira arrived in Japan on his return
from Europe and reported to the Foreign Minister
Hirota, the Japanese Press was full of exultant com-
ments on Britain's recognition of Japan's invincibility*
The following extracts are typical:
'The British Government is well aware of the fact
that nothing can be done politically or economically in
the Far East without Japan's understanding. . , .
British civilisation is falling into the background and
taking advantage of this opportunity the European
powers are beginning to lift their heads. At any rate
Britain has lost its weighty power in the world since
the Manchurian incident. The Powers have begun to
start free actions since Britain has fallen into the back-
ground. Britain will gradually be forced to readjust
its overseas branch offices as it has lost its fighting
spirit/ (Nagoya Shinaichi, August I, 1935*)
'The control of events in the Far East is determined
by Japan. Britain has now come to realisation of the
fact that she must depend on Japan in the Far East.
We Japanese should be magnanimous enough to meet